
PORT OF CLARKSTON

849 Port Way – Clarkston, WA 

July 8, 2010 – 1:00 p.m.  
Minutes
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

The Port of Clarkston’s meeting for July 8, 2010 was brought to order at 11:45 a.m. at the Port of Clarkston office with the Pledge of Allegiance.  A quorum was present.


ROLL CALL


[P] Commissioner Jackson



[A] Commissioner Davis 


[P] Commissioner Tippett



[P] Port Manager – Wanda Keefer


[P] Port Auditor/Bookkeeper - Jennifer Bly

[A] Port Attorney – Bruce Ensley


[P] ED Assistant – Belinda Campbell

Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett excusing Commissioner Davis from the meeting.  Motion carried.

VISITORS

Ken & Wilma Sprute – Clarkston Rent-A-Space 


Bill Larson – Quality Inn

Dan Johnson – Citizen (running for Lewiston Port seat)
Duane Wollmuth, SEWEDA
PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS  -- None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES -- Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett approving the minutes of the special meeting on June 23, 2010 as presented.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Ken Sprute – Clarkston Rent-a-Space
Mr. Ken Sprute from Clarkston Rent-A-Space spoke to the Commissioners regarding his lease, in light of the recommendation in the Riverfront Master Plan to not renew the lease.  He has been a tenant for 14 years.  He said a plan to not renew the lease reduces the value of the property—which came in at an assessed value of $1.2 million just before the report was released.  He figures the value is half that now.  He doesn’t want to be placed into an adversarial position with the Port. 

Mr. Sprute asked for some reassurances for the future of his business.  If it has to be moved from its current location, is there an option in the new sustainable business park.  The Port Manager explained that the Port was seeking a higher number of jobs per acre than rent-a-spaces provided, and that it would be unfair to promise that there will be a future place on Port property for that kind of business.  (Moreover, the county is making it a condition of the sale of the property that the Port not locate rent-a-space businesses at the new site.)  Mr. Sprute said down the road he would like to discuss the potential purchase of his business by the Port.  
Commissioner Tippett said that as far as he is concerned, the rent-a-space business will exist for the remainder of his lease which is 16 years.  Because no one has a crystal ball, today’s Commissioners do not know what will be happening in the future.  The Port will honor his lease until it expires.  

Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett to place this item on the next agenda for discussion when all of the Commissioners are here.  Motion carried.
     1. Duane Wollmuth, SEWEDA  Duane Wollmuth from SEWEDA provided the Commissioners with a flyer regarding the Palouse Regional Transportation Plan Summary.  
Duane also addressed the Commissioners regarding the Boat Builders export assistance program.  He explained the purpose of this program, including SEWEDA’s and the Port’s role in the program, including the grant application and the grant administration end of the project, which he hopes the Port of Clarkston will handle.   This grant will be the second leg of the program for the local boat builders.  The Grant amount would be $100,000 with $50,000 match which they are hoping can come from the previous grant money.  SEWEDA is not an eligible entity to apply for the grant, so he is requesting the Port be the applicant and administer the grant as well.  
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett authorizing the Port staff apply for the CERB Export Assistance Grant.  Motion carried. 

2. Removal of asphalt strip by Quality Inn unimproved lot to reduce impervious surfaces subject to storm water fees

We could have our crew remove it and not have to pay the $200 per year for stormwater fees.  Commissioners have authorized the Port Manager to do a cost/benefit analysis on this project, and take whatever actions necessary to get this project completed if it makes financial sense.  
3. Wal-Mart to potentially adopt Granite Lake Park as community project.  
The Port Manger has submitted a request for a $1,000 grant to Wal-Mart.  In addition, they are looking at adopting our park as a community project.  This will help with both cash and in-kind match on the grant the Commissioners previously authorized -- the lighting project at Granite Lake Park.  

4. The anticipated meeting between Senator Maria Cantwell and Port Commission on July 10 at Port office at 3:45 p.m.  was cancelled.  
The letter of support from her on the sustainable business park project was received today.  That is what we wanted to discuss with her when she came here, so we accomplished what we needed.
5. Increase in fee rate for Port attorney – 
Port Commissioners agreed to a fee increase from $90/hr to $150.00 effective August 1, 2010.
RESOLUTIONS: 
None
RECURRING AGENDA ITEMS:
1. Accounts receivable status report  
The Rousseau lease has increased according to the lease reduction proposed last year but he is not yet back to regular operating revenues and asked for an additional amount of time at the lower rate.  - Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett authorizing the Port Manager re-evaluate the Rousseau lease amount and adjust accordingly.  Motion carried.
2. Permitting activities – included in lift station discussion below
We have had more problems with the lift station again this summer.  Items are getting into the pumps and causing failures.  Port staff presented a proposal for changes at the lift station that would not eliminate the need for maintenance, but make it easier and less expensive.   Port Commissioners concurred with the plan.  Full design documents will be prepared and permitting for the construction will begin.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Timing issues on SBA award for sustainable business park and needing forward movement

The Port Manager requested authorization to pay design and bidding costs from the Port budget since SBA funding is delayed. We have to move dirt by Sept. 16 to meet state pre-contract conditions, so it is necessary to keep moving forward. This may be a temporary resource because we have requested SBA to approve pre-award costs last February.  We are still waiting to hear on that request.  If they say no, this will be a permanent expense out of the Port budget.  
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett authorizing the payment of design fees for water and sewer to the new sustainable business park from Port resources.  Motion carried.

2. Extension of agreement with ITS for traffic study
Motion made by Commissioner Tippett/Jackson to approve the extension of agreement with ITS for the traffic study to August 15, 2010. Motion carried.
3. Policy position on Storm Water Utility  
Motion made by Commissioner Jackson/Tippett take a stand and make policy that the impervious surfaces, owned by the Port be treated the same as other entities/landowners.  Motion carried.   

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Jackson reported on the Valley Vision annual meeting.  There was also a discussion on weeds.  A letter will be sent to Mark Heuett.  Commissioners would like to see our crew get a sprayer for the tractor and mow the grass higher in this hot weather.
Commissioner Davis has an excused absence; he will report on PNWA conference at next meeting.
Commissioner Tippett would like the weeds along the new trail to be sprayed and removed.  Need to cover up the dirt and plant grass in front of the office where the new sidewalk was placed.  
MANAGER’S REPORT
1. Calendar – Wanda provided the Commissioners with her calendar.  Wanda will be on vacation next week and the new grant the Commissioners approved is due on the day she returns to work.    
2. Cable installation to Port Property— completed and now on-line with Cableone – much faster and Wanda’s computer is no longer locking up.
3. Jennifer to assist in selection of wayfinding consultant for MPO –Wanda  recused herself from the selection committee because of a conflict of interest and  Jennifer was nominated to take her place.  She will meet with Steve Watson and Joel Plakston on Monday to make the recommendations.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS FOR PAYMENT


Type of Check
Check Numbers


Date


Amount
Payroll Checks

13939 – 13950


06/30/2010

$15,156.08
Expenditure Check
13951 Replaces Ck. 13771 (Void) 07/06/2010

$  2,334.90
Expenditure Checks
13952-13991



07/08/2010

$36,977.92
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett approving the vouchers as presented.  Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION   -   None
Next Meetings:

SPECIAL MEETING:  
August 3, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.
REGULAR Meeting:      August 12, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.
RECESS
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett to recess the meeting at 3:00 p.m.  and re-convene the meeting at the PUD  office on Scenic Way at 5:30 p.m.  Motion carried.

Meeting re-convened at 5:30 p.m. at the PUD office on Scenic Way.  The Commissioner attended the Storm Water Advisory Group meeting.  Bruce Ensley was in attendance also representing the Port.  The Port position taken at that meeting is that if other public roads are to be exempt from payment of storm water utility fees, the Port’s roads should be exempt.  The Storm Water Advisory Group concurred with that exempts all public roads fees that the County, and Cities of Clarkston and Asotin will be charging their constituents and other entities.
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.    Motion carried.

__________________________

Marvin Jackson-Secretary
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