
PORT OF CLARKSTON

849 Port Way – Clarkston, WA 

March 11, 2010 Minutes
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  The Port of Clarkston regular meeting for March 11, 2010 was brought to order at the Port of Clarkston office with the Pledge of Allegiance.  A quorum was present.   

[P] Commissioner Jackson



[P] Commissioner Davis 


[P] Commissioner Tippett



[P] Port Manager – Wanda Keefer


[P] Port Auditor/Bookkeeper - Jennifer Bly

[A] Port Attorney – Bruce Ensley


[P] ED Assistant – Belinda Campbell




VISITORS

Gary Budd - Uniontown Co-Op Assn. & Architectural & Planning Committee Member


Jill Eckberg - Citizen & Architectural & Planning Committee Member 


Tina Davidson - SEWEDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES -- Minutes of the February 11, 2010  Meeting

Motion made by Commissioners Tippett/Jackson approving the minutes of the February 11, 2010 meeting as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.

PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS  -- None
NEW BUSINESS

1. Cook Brothers Estoppel Agreement—for formal approval

Motion made by Commissioners Tippett/Jackson approving the Estoppel Agreement for Cook Brothers as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
2.  Travel authorization – Port Manager to attend Inland Northwest Partners meeting in Spokane March 18, 2010.  The Commissioners authorized Port Manager Wanda Keefer to attend.  
RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution 2010-03 Authorizing WWRP Local Parks Grant request (thru RCO)
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett approving Resolution 2010-03 as presented.   Motion unanimously carried.

The Port Manager showed the Commissioners a photo of a sculpture she saw in S. California and asked if they authorize her to include this type of sculpture for our Park in the RCO grant due May 1.  The Commissioners requested more information on costs before deciding. 
Resolution 2010-04 Authorizing EDA Construction Grant request
Motion made by Commissioners Jackson/Tippett approving Resolution 2010-04 as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.  
RECURRING AGENDA ITEMS:
1. Accounts receivable status report  --  In packets
2. Permitting
a. NEPA/SEPA on Industrial Park – In Process

b. Traditional Cultural Properties Review -- After reading Dr. Sappington’s assessment on the Industrial Park, the Nez Perce Tribe decided that it would not be necessary to do a traditional cultural properties review of the site.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Report on Recreational Boat Dock Pathway construction 
The Port Manager briefed the Commissioners about the status of the ADA pathway project and how well things have been going.  We are ahead of schedule and under budget. She provided copies of a few of the photos we have taken of the progress.  Commissioners expressed approval of the progress.
2. Report on business/industrial park:  traffic study findings, 6th Avenue Sewer, sustainability and “business park” leanings from our marketing consultants, broadband report.  
Commissioner Davis expressed concerns regarding the industrial park project due to a television news report where it appeared that the county had high expectations of the Port’s on-going obligations.  The Port Manager explained that the county had not taken formal positions on items like a right-of-way through their property for sewer services because negotiations had not gotten that far. Joel Ristau, Public Works Director, was simply exploring options in the County Commission meeting that was televised. 
The Port Manager also discussed NOANet’s broadband grant award of $84M.  The Port of Whitman County got $9.8M to improve broadband infrastructure in Whitman County. We are not sure if business/industrial park will receive enhanced broadband services as a result of that grant.  Asotin County will definitely receive enhanced services to the library annex in the Heights.  Should we be submitting a request during the next round of grant opportunity?        
3. Strategy/timeline for creating a Parks & Recreation component to Comprehensive Plan
The Port Manager explained that Parks and Rec plans needed to be submitted to RCO by June 15 this year, instead of a typical submission date in August.  Priority projects need to be named in the plan.  Priority projects we have identified and for which we will seek public input on include enhancements to Granite Lake Park, including lighting, lighting from the park to the Corps office, and a trail system at the business/industrial park in lieu of sidewalks.
The Port Manager provided a timeline for accomplishing the planning elements.  Members of the audience that are part of the Architectural and Planning Committee agreed to assist in the development of the plan.  Motion made by Jackson/Tippett to accept the timeline presented for updating the Parks & Recreation component of the Comprehensive Plan.  Motion carried.
4. Comprehensive Plan
The Port Manager discussed the need to continue planning by updating the Comprehensive Plan, a priority identified in this year’s strategic planning session.  Commissioners concurred that staff should continue to take the lead on that project.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Jackson said that he has tried to stay abreast of everything that has been going on since he had his knee surgery.
Commissioner Davis said that he and Commissioner Tippett came down several times to look at the retaining wall for the ADA path to the dock, and it looks like things are progressing well.  He complimented the staff on their hard work.
Commissioner Tippett said he was glad to see Commissioner Jackson back on his feet.
MANAGER’S REPORT
1. Calendar  - Wanda provided her calendar to the Commissioners and provided some information and business places she has visited in the community.  One trip was to Aztec Boat Manufacturing Company on 15th Street.
2. Report on Trip to DC -  Wanda offered to provide copies of her notes on her trip to DC and gave them a brief an update.  She stayed very busy going to meetings and talking with the representatives.  PNWA is an excellent advocate for the Ports, and we should do everything possible to support them.
3. Jennifer’s Trip report—Walla Walla

Jennifer spoke with the Commissioners regarding her trip to Walla Walla, meeting with other lessee’s and Corps personnel.  There is a three-ring binder which includes the agenda and PowerPoint Presentations that were provided to the attendees.   Items discussed were long-term camping, inspections, annual management plans, and dam closures from 2010 – 2011.
Gary Budd informed us that Tidewater Barge is implementing a 7½% tariff increase during the months of July 1, 2010 through March 2011 to make up for lost revenue during the extended lock closure.

4. Staff hire (seasonal)  
A temporary hire will start on Monday and probably work through October of this year assisting Steve.  He will be paid $10.00 per hour.
5. SBA processing of Direct Congressional Appropriation is moving forward.  We finally received some information from the SBA regarding our appropriation.
6.  
Alive After Five  The Clarkston High School DECCA students won 2nd place in the state competition making a marketing showing on Alive After Five.  
They will be making their presentation on March 18, 2010 at the City of Clarkston Council Chambers at 8:00 a.m.
7.
Business plan competition – Port of Whitman donates $15,000 in scholarships to this competition.  One year someone from Asotin County won so now they have restricted this competition to Whitman County people only.  Wanda has discussed this with the Port of Lewiston to see if they might be interested in doing this type of competition and collaborating with us on this.  They are interested but cannot donate to the same extent as Whitman County.  The Port Attorney said this is a legal expenditure. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS FOR PAYMENT


Type of Check
Check Numbers


Date


Amount
Payroll Checks

13602-13604-13606-13613

02/12/10

$  9,674.74
Payroll Checks

13606-13605-13614-13622

02/26/10

$10,804.15
 

Expenditure Checks
13623-13634



03/01/10

$  5,035.07
Expenditure Checks
13635-13669



03/11/10

$94,748.12
Motion made by commissioners Tippett/Jackson to approve the vouchers as presented.  Motion carried.

At 2:50 p.m., the Commissioners took a five minute break.
EXECUTIVE SESSION  

The Commission Chair convened an executive session at 2:55 p.m. for a period of 45 minutes to discuss Property Acquisition, IPNG Litigation and Lease Negotiations.

Property Acquisition

20 minutes
IPNG Litigation

 5 minutes
Lease negotiations

20 minutes

At 3:40 - p.m., the Commissioners asked for an additional 10 minutes.  
At 3:50 p.m., the Commissioners came out of executive session and convened the regular meeting.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION WRAP-UP
1.  Motion made by Commissioners Tippett/Jackson accepting the recommendation of the staff on the lease rate recommendations, which authorized different rental rates, depending upon land categories.  Motion carried.
2.  Motion made by Commissioners Tippett/Jackson authorizing the Port Manager to enter into negotiations with a tenant who was identified in executive session, which includes signing a possible buy/sell agreement after it is reviewed by the Port Attorney.   Motion carried.
Next Meeting:
April 8, 2010     

ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Commissioners Tippett/Jackson to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.
__________________________

Marvin Jackson-Secretary
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